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Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library of Iași is 
the oldest institution of its kind in the country and one of 
the most important Romanian academic and research 
libraries. In the present times, it is both an encyclopedic 
academic library and a research encyclopedic one offering 
to our readers (in home lending or only in a reading room 
consultation, depending on the case) its entire stock. Also, 
as an institution of national level importance, it contributes 
to the enrichment of the national heritage and ensures the 
preservation of the cultural memory in order to be known 
and make a capital out of it by the next generations. 

Summing funds that were part of the former libraries of 
the Princely Academies (the oldest from 1640 and 
functioning at the Trei Ierarhi Monastery), the nowadays 
“Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library of Iași 
enjoys continuity and stability since 1835 as Library of the 
Mihăileană Academy, in time having changed only its 
name: University Library, “Ulpia” Library, Central 
Library. In 1860, with the foundation of the first university 
in the country at Iași, from library of the Mihăileana 
Academy it becomes a University Library, then Central 
and Public Library in 1864 and again a University one in 
1916 [1]. It worked in the Mihăileană Academy building 
(today destroyed, between 1835 and 1860), in the old 
University (current University of Medicine and Pharmacy, 
until 1897), in the new University (now the study room of 
the “Gh. Asachi” Technical University Library), only to 
move after the 2nd World War (September 1st, 1945) in 
the building of the “King Ferdinand 1” Foundation 
Library, whose funds it includes. 

The Iași University Library was a historical witness 
with an exceptional testimony vocation, as evidenced by 
the central edifice, which owes its existence to an 
exemplary initiative. 

The central building is built according to the plans of 
the architect Constantin Iotzu [2], under the guidance of 
the engineered Emil Prager (who also raised the Royal 
Palace in Bucharest), being an outstanding architectural 
ensemble through the concept of space exploitation in 
accordance with the requirements of a reference cultural 
center in the architectural landscape of Iași. The interior of 
this edifice is finished with Carrara marble and Venetian 
mosaic and the exterior is adorned with impressive 
columns of ionic style, non-rustic pillars, small triangular 
fronts and medallions with remarkable personalities of 
national culture. 

The founding act of the former “King Ferdinand I” 
Foundation dates back to February 27 1927, expressing the 
will of His Majesty King Ferdinand, at the request of the 
“University Foundation King Ferdinand I”, through the 
voice of I. C. Brătianu, at the time the President of the 
Council of Ministers [2]. The Palace of the Foundation is 
King Ferdinand’s wish to equip his war capital, Iași, with 
an edifice similar to the one his uncle initiated in the 
country’s great capital, in memory of the hard times of the 
war for national unity, when the royal family took refuge 
in Iași. The actual construction works began in 1930, three 
years after the death of King Ferdinand, and their 
completion was due to the successor to the throne, King 
Carol II. 

At present, the “Mihai Eminescu” Central University 
Library represents an important component of the cultural 
life of Iași and houses over 2.5 million bibliographic units, 
including books, periodicals, musical scores, manuscripts, 
cartographic materials, electronic resources, and so on. The 
inestimable manuscripts, incunabula, old and rare books, 
some of which bear illustrious signatures (B.P. Hașdeu, 
Mihai Eminescu – who were also directors of the 
institurion, Ion Creangă, Ștefan Procopiu, etc.) come 
mainly from monasteries and private libraries (C. 
Hurmuzachi, B. P. Hasdeu, Mihail Sturdza, L. Steege, V. 
Adamachi, Titu Maiorescu, Paul Gore, Iorgu Iordan, etc.), 
which came into our patrimony according to the law 
through donations or purchases. Among the documents of 
great value for the collections of the library are the 
Byzantine manuscript “Evangelion” or “Evangelical 
Lectionary”, dating back to the tenth century, “The Gospel 
of Learning”, printed by Coresi at Brașov in 1580-1581, 
“Romanian Book of Learning” or “Varlaam’s Homiliary” 
(the first rule of law of Moldova, printed in the time of 
Vasile Lupu), Iași, 1643, “The Handbook of Law” (rule of 
law of Matei Basarab), Târgoviște, 1652, “Lives of the 
Saints” of Dosoftei, Iași, 1682 [3]. 

The encyclopedic collections of the “Mihai Eminescu” 
Central University Library are kept in the warehouses of 
the central unit and in the 12 subsidiaries organized in the 
Service of the Exact Sciences Library (Physics and 
Chemistry Library, Geography-Geology Library, Biology 
Library, Mathematics Library, Mathematics Seminar 
Library, Computer Science Library), Service of Social 
Sciences Library (Library of Economic Sciences, 
Pedagogy – Psychology and Physical Education – Sport 
Library, Philosophy Library) and Humanities Library 
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(Library of law, History Library and Letters Library). The 
library branches operate in the faculties of the “Alexandru 
Ioan Cuza” University of Iași, the material base and the 
human resource belonging to the CUL. 

The activity of this institution is based on three main 
directions: collections, document processing and public 
access to the national/international info-documentary 
system, and the main missions of the library are the 
organization, processing, preservation and development of 
collections, offering diverse, consistent and quality 
services for readers, as well as the development of 
technical and material support necessary for the didactic 
and research activity of the Iași University community, 
with an extension to the national and international one. 
Mainly addressed to the academic community, the services 
provided by the “Mihai Eminescu” Central University 
Library include several reading and information areas: the 
Karl Kurt Klein European Documentation Center, 
multimedia center, the documentation center for special 
collections, reading rooms for students, researchers and 
teachers, German reading room, periodicals room, reading 
rooms in branch libraries. 

Among the services provided to users, we include: 
consulting of publications, loans of publications, accessing 
our catalogs/databases, consulting the RoLiNeST catalog 
and scientific databases purchased by the library, online 
order/extension, reference services on demand, 
bibliographic research on demand, editing of bibliographic 
information and documentation tools, information 
assistance in bibliographic research, national and 
international interlibrary lending, user education for 
information culture, printing, scanning and photography of 
documents, individual study rooms, open reading room 
(the first of its kind in the national network of Central 
University Libraries), book exhibitions, hosting of cultural 
and scientific events in the library aula, guided visits to the 
CUL [4].  

Scientific activity has been influenced over time by the 
momentary needs of the library. Currently, the CUL Iași is 
distinguished by an active participation in the national 
scientific life by organizing various professional meetings, 
communication sessions, Library Days, an opportunity to 
contribute both to the valorization of information from the 
collections of the library and to the implementation of 
some library science theories. Since 1993, the magazine 
“Biblos” appears on paper and then on electronic support, 
where librarians from the country and from the country, 
irrespective of the type of library in which they work, 
come with library and cultural information. Librarians 
participate with communications at national or 
international symposia and conferences, publish studies 

and articles in cultural, literary and specialized journals, 
participate in online or printed collective works, and in the 
editing of bibliographic instruments. The “Mihai 
Eminescu” Central University Library carries out research 
and development activities, according to Government 
Decision no. 551/2007. 

In addition to specific and research activities, the 
“Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library organizes 
openings of visual arts exhibitions, conferences and other 
scientific events, book launces, cultural meetings, film 
screenings, charity activities and concerts performed by 
soloists of the “Moldova” Philharmonic of Iași, of the 
“George Enescu” National University of Arts and of the 
Iași National Romanian Opera. 

The “Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library 
means tradition and continuity, an active information 
center, multilateral education and capitalization of a 
priceless documentary thesaurus. An important component 
of the Iași university life, the emblematic institution is 
integrated into European structures as a true information 
provider and mediator. 

Fig. 1. The frontispiece of the CUL building seen from Mihai Eminescu 
Square.  
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